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Dear Sir: 

Responsive to the Notice of Non-Compliant Amendment dated July 19, 2002, please 
correct the amendment filed June 14, 2002 as follows: 

Substitute new page 5 of the amendment for page 5 of the original amendment as 
follows: 

5. 

stock and wherein a distance between the first lateral edge of the associated ply stock and 
the insertion point is less than or equal to the associated length of the trailing edge. 

One advantage of the present invention is that the ply stock can be cut between adjacent 
cords without severing either cord. 

Please replace [the sentences] lines 27 and 28 on page 3 of the application [lines 27 and 
28] with the following: 

l ateral edge 22. The apparatus 10 also includes an anvil 26 for supporting the ply stock S 
in the immediate area below a cut line A- A shown in Figures 3 and 8. The embodiment of 
Apparatus 10 is shown in Figures 1 and 2. 

Please correct the sentence on page 5, lines 19, 20, and 21 by substituting numeral 2 for 
numeral 3 after "Figure" as follows: 

moved away from the anvil 26 in preparation for a successive cutting operation. The 
knife assembly is returned to a "home position 48 as shown in Figure 2 [3] where the blade 50 is 
heated again before beginning the next cut. 
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ply stock, and means for traversing the knife assembly between the first and second lateral edges 
of foe ply stock, the knife assembly including a blade having a cutting portion including a 
leading point, a leading edge and a trailing edge, the trailing edge having an associated length, 
the cutting apparatus [being characterized by] comprising : 

the knife assembly having a home position wherein the leading point of the blade is 
directly above an insertion point of an associated ply stock and wherein a distance between the 
first lateral edge of the associated ply stock and the insertion point is less than or equal to the 
associated length of the trailing edge. 

One advantage of the present invention is that the ply stock can be cut between adjacent 
cords without severing either cord. 

Another advantage of the present invention is that the ply stock can be severed without 
damaging either lateral edge of the ply stock. 

Still other benefits and advantages of the invention will become apparent to those skilled 
in the art upon a reading and understanding of the following specification. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS: 

On page 5, lines 19, 20, and 21 please substitute numeral 2 for numeral 3 after "Figure" 
as follows: 

The knife assembly 14 is returned to a "home" position 48 as shown in Figure [3] 2 
where the blade 50 is heated again before beginning the next cut. 


